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Meeting Minutes of: 
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

Statewide Quality Council (SQC) 
 

October 9th, 2018 
2:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. 

 

George W. Dunne Building 
69 West Washington, 35th Floor 

Chicago, IL 

IDPH Offices 
535 West Jefferson, 5th Floor 

Springfield, IL 

 

Introductions 

Stephen Locher called the meeting to order and went around the room asking attendees to introduce 
themselves and let us know whether they were a member or a guest. 

 

Attendees 
Members in Attendance Guests and IDPH 

Stephen Locher 
Roma Allen 
Ann Borders 

Jenny Brandenburg (Phone) 
Rita Brennan 

Jean Goodman 
Robyn Gude 
Jodi Hoskins 

William Mackendrick (Phone) 
Cindy Mitchell 
Madiha Qureshi 

Angela Rodriguez 
Deborah Rosenberg 

Elaine Shafer 
Bernadette Taylor 
 Maripat Zeschke 

 

Amanda Bennett, IDPH 
Tanya Dworkin, IDPH 
Trishna Harris, IDPH 

Abigail Holicky, IDPH 
Ashley Horne, IDPH 

Shannon Lightner, IDPH 
Miranda Scott, IDPH 

Alexander Smith, IDPH  
 

Daniell Ashford 
Suzanne Baber 

Melissa Claudio 
Andrea Cross 

Patricia Ann Lee King 
Shirley Scott 
Debbie Schy 

 
Members Not In Attendance 

Richard Besinger 
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Motions 
 

1. Motion to approve the minutes from June 2018. 
1st Jenny Brandenburg, 2nd Maripat Zeschke, Unanimous Approval 

 
2. Motion to organize a planning committee on Severe Maternal Morbidity. 

1st Ann Borders, 2nd Jean Goodman, Unanimous Approval 
 

3. Motion to adjourn the meeting. 
1st Roma Allen, 2nd Jean Goodman, Unanimous Approval 

 
Minutes 

 
The minutes from June 2018 were reviewed and approved. 

 

Agenda Items 

Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) Update 
 

- IDPH thanked the committee for adjusting their timeframe to accommodate the Maternal Mortality 
Review Committees (MMRC). 

- IDPH also gave an update on the MMRC report on data from case year 2015.  Final 
recommendations will be made on the report on October 10th. 

- Discussion on the CoIIN Lead Exposure Team 
- CoIIN on Childcare/Lack of Childcare and its negative impact on health outcomes. 

o Loyola is piloting a survey on labor units. 
- IDPH also introduced its newest data manager, Abigail Holicky. 

 
Review of Quality Measures 
 

- Dr. Locher gave a presentation on quality measures. 
- Gave examples on not recommended measures 

o Universal Transvaginal Cervical Length screening 
o Total cesarian delivery rate. 

- Also gave examples on recommended measures. 
- Discussion on what the SQC could help with moving forward. 

o It was commented that often hospital systems work in silos and do not know what the 
others are doing. 
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- Action Item: Anyone interested should send Alex Smith an e-mail. 

 
Severe Maternal Morbidity (SMM) Presentation 
 

- Reviewed the presentation from June of 2018 from Stacie Geller and Abby Koch. 
- Discussion on where to go from the presentation? 

o Plan to create a committee dedicated to reviewing SMM cases at a statewide level. 
o It was noted that abstractors of these cases might not see all of the appropriate data that 

might be needed for preventability.  Sometimes patient files are missing. 
o It was noted that it is important to try to eliminate bias. 
o IDPH also wants reviews to happen outside of the facility, because the focus can be 

narrow and not directed as a state wide impact. 
o Suggested possibly doing a pilot with a random sample due to the volume of cases. 
o Discussed that with de-identified data, it would help facilities be more receptive 

towards ideas on preventability and consider it an opportunity for improvement. 
o It was suggested to start with goals of the committee, so a concrete 

recommendation/outcome could be returned. 
- Dr. Locher asked the Perinatal Network Administrators to think of barriers. 

o It was discussed that probably all of the networks and facilities handle this process 
differently. 

- There was a motion to begin the committee with a planning meeting on SMM from Ann Borders, 
and a second from Jean Goodman. 

 
Membership Discussion 
 

- Dr. Locher encouraged the group to reach out for interest for the committee. 
- The group discussed including: 

o Moms/Community Representation 
o Local Health Departments 
o Federally Qualified Health Centers  
o Patient/Family Advisors 

- Action Item: Asked the group to think of SQC membership and the proposed SMM group. 
 

Administrative Perinatal Center Network Report 
 

- Stephen Locher thanked Andrea Cross and Stroger for presenting at the last meeting. 
- Action Item: If a hospital would like to present at the next meeting, let Stephen Locher 

know. 
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Illinois Perinatal Quality Collaborative Update (ILPQC) 
 

- Discussed the annual conference, updates on projects, and the two current statewide initiatives as 
well as the sustainability of golden hour and hypertension projects. 

o Discussed ACOG ASAM buprenorphine waive training opportunity. 
o The toolkits are live at ILPQC’s website. 
o Reviewed the data on the sustainability on time to treatment. 
o Webinar for neonatal teams to utilize quality improvement. 
o Discussed the mothers and newborns affected by opioids (MNO) goals, what is 

coming up, what is accomplished, and looking back at how ILPQC can support the 
teams. 

o Discussed the Immediate Postpartum Long Acting Reversible Contraception 
(IPLARC) progress and data. 

 

Adjournment 
 
Jenny Brandenburg motioned for the meeting to adjourn and was passed with unanimous 
approval. 
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